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Outstanding citizen John Malone poses with the award along with 
Val Laufenberg (left),  Karen Malone and ACES Chairman Boo Hagerty.

	 Americans for the 
Competitive Enterprise System 
(ACES) proudly acknowledges 
John Malone of Hamot 
Health Foundation as the 
recipient of the Bob & Betty 
Merwin Outstanding Citizen 
Award for 2008.  The award 
was presented at a private 
reception on February 4, 
2009 at The Manufacturer 
and Business Association 
Conference Center.  

	 As president and chief executive officer of Hamot Health Foundation, John Malone is 
truly deserving of this honor.  John joined Hamot in 1975, and for 34 years, Hamot has been 
blessed to have such a dedicated Ambassador. Under John’s leadership, Hamot has enjoyed 
continuous growth and quality improvement.  Founded in 1881, Hamot Health Foundation is 
the 2nd largest employer in Erie County, servicing more than 50 areas of medical specialty. 
	 Throughout his tenure at Hamot, John has seen the development and fortification of 
Hamot’s cardiac, orthopaedic, neurology, surgery and trauma services in the region.  Under his 
leadership, Hamot began its affiliation with the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
and opened the Hamot Sleep Center, the Leslie Cardiovascular Diagnostic Center, the 
Endoscopy Center, the Breast Health Center, and the Health Center at Mercyhurst North East.  
Mr. Malone’s community services include serving on the boards of several Erie County and 
Pennsylvania associations.
	 The Bob & Betty Merwin Outstanding Citizen Award was named in recognition of ACES’ 
long time benefactors and founders of Eriez Magnetics. The Merwins gave of their time, talent 
and resources to ensure that the principles of free enterprise were understood and promoted 
in our educational system.  In recognition of their commitment to ACES and the community, 
they are remembered with this tribute.

	 Also recognized were past recipients of this prestigious 
award.  Past Outstanding Citizens in attendance included 
(from left to right) Ed Mead, Ray McGarvey, Chuck Jenkins, 
2008 honoree John Malone, Henry Fish, Manufacturer & 
Business Association Board of Governors representative Tim 
Shuttleworth and Nick Scott, Sr.  “I was very humbled, being 
selected for this award and being included with this group of 
distinguished businessmen.” said Mr. Malone.
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ACES Annual Fund Donors
BUSINESS DONORS
Advanced Placement Services, Inc.
Altman-Hall Associates
American Hollow Boring Company
American Turned Products
Bianchi Motors, Inc.
Bracken Funeral Home
Builders’ Hardware / The Door Company
Burton Funeral Homes
Career Concepts Staffing Services, Inc.
Church & Murdock Electric, Inc.
Custom Engineering Company
Emsco Group
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Petroleum, Inc.
Erie Press Systems
Erie Strayer Company
Evans Capital Management
Fisher Jewelers
G.J. Miller Auto Supply Company
Highmark Insurance Group
Housing & Investment Properties, Inc.
Interiors of Erie, Inc.
James J. Murray Insurance
Lillis, McKibben, Bongiovanni  & Company
Malin, Bergquist & Company, LLP
Manufacturer & Business Association
Marquette Savings Bank
National Fuel Gas Dist. Corporation
Paragon Packaging Products, Inc.
PNC Bank, N.A.

SCORE
Scott Enterprises
Signal Tech
Team Hardinger
Van Air Systems, Inc.
Venango Machine Company
Welch Foods, Inc.

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS	
Leonard Barbagallo	
Charles Beckman	
Judge Warren Bentz	
William Bloomstine	
Charles Bracken	
Donald Buseck	
Raymond Dombrowski	
Chester Giermak	
Herbert Johnson Jr.
Valerie Laufenberg	
Jeremy Lincoln	
Francis Mainzer M.D.
Michael McGrath	
Ed Mead	
Calvin Neithamer Sr.
James Ohrn	
Norman Seip	
Harry Sinden	
Herbert Sweny	
Daniel Tempestini	
Gerard Uht	
John Wilson	

FOUNDATIONS
Black Family Foundation / 
   Black & Associates, Inc.
Erie Community Foundation
Hamot Health Foundation
The Merwin Foundation
Newcomen Society of the USA/
   Lake Erie Committee 

IN-KIND
ECCA
Burton Funeral Homes & Crematory
Custom Engineering Co.
Erie Federal Credit Union
Hagan Business Machines, Inc.
Hamot Medical Center
Howard Industries
Information Strategies Plus
International Paper
Lifetouch Photography
Logistics Plus, Inc.
Manufacturer & Business Association
National Fuel Gas
Palace Business Center
Presto Commercial Cleaning
Printing Concepts, Inc.
Renaissance Centre
Scott Enterprises
SEPCO-Erie
Thomas Lee Printing & Mailing
The Vargo Company

ACES Mission Statement & Core Principles

	 Americans for the Competitive Enterprise System, Inc. 
(ACES) is a non-profit, non-political, educational organization 
promoting the understanding of free market economics to 
students, teachers, and the general public through partner-
ships between the business and education communities. 

	 •	 Provide economic education for all students through 	

	 	 in-school initiatives.

	 •	 Provide guidance, assistance and training to teachers 

	 	 to help improve the economic education of students.

	 •	 Create partnerships between the education and

		  business communities.

	 •	 Increase awareness of the American free enterprise 	 	

		  system to the general public through our programs.

	 •	 Achieve our mission in a cost-effective manner for our 	

	 	 donors and the communities we serve through sound 	

		  fiscal management.

ACES exists through the generosity of businesses and individuals 
who support our mission of economic education.  Because of 
the long-term benefits of our free enterprise system, some of the 
companies who supported this dynamic organization when we 
began in 1956 are still supporting it today.  
	

	 They include:  American Hollow Boring Co., Burton 
Funeral Homes, Church & Murdock, Erie Insurance 
Group, Erie Strayer Co., International Paper 
(Hammermill), Lord Corporation, G. J. Miller 
Auto Supply, Manufacturer and Business 
Association and National Fuel Gas.

If you are not a current contributor to ACES, please consider a 

donation to support this worthwhile cause.



	 So far this year over 1000 Pennsylvania high school 
students have received a taste of the real business world 
thanks to Pennsylvania Business Week.
	 ACES has presented its progressive economics education 
program to students at seven schools in Erie, Crawford, 
Mercer and Lawrence County already this year.  With this 
year’s programs wrapping up in May, the ACES staff has 
been busy!

	 The student company One Touch and CEO Danielle 
Sanden claimed Top Company at Maplewood High School. 
One Touch was one of nine student companies 
that competed in three industries including handheld 
video games, cell phones and personal organizers. Josh 
Dahl, from PumPhone cell phones said he had no idea 
what a balance sheet was before Business Week.  But as 
the CEO of his student company, Josh spent the week 
learning the fundamentals of business, and then used those 
skills to compete for the $100 cash. The Crawford Heritage 
Foundation donated funds for Maplewood’s program.
	 Top Company winners MEGApixx, under the leadership 
of CEO Lyndsey Royek were one of nine student companies 
at Corry High School this year. MEGApixx produced cameras 
while the other industries produced handheld video games, 
and cell phones.  The students were very creative in choosing 
the features of their products, as well as choosing their 
company names.  The Arlene H. Smith Charitable 
Foundation, The Corry Community Foundation and The Erie 
Community Foundation were Top program sponsors.
	 Chris Leno from the student company Identity said that 
his company’s biggest challenge midway through the week 
was the financial aspect.  However, overcoming their 

problems,  Identity won the RONA competition. Identity was 
one of nine student companies at Sharpsville High  
School’s program this year involving 85 juniors. Top 
Company winners were Dream Tech, producing handheld 
video games.  Specialty Orthopaedics and Ted Fire 
were Industry Sponsors for Sharpsville’s program.
	 Sara Schombert, CEO and her fellow team members 
of adventure TECH  were Top Company winners at Lincoln 
High School. All nine companies comprising of 140 seniors 
worked very diligently throughout the week, hoping for the 
Top Company prize of $100.  Their creativity in producing 
their cameras, backpacks and clocks were very impressive.   
Mr. Dave Dobish of  Peter David Communications spoke  
on “Marketing in Today’s World” and Debbie McElwain of 
McElwain Motors gave an excellent presentation on 
“Business Ethics”.  Major sponsors for Lincoln’s program 
were ESB Bank, INMETCO, McElwain Motors and The 
Ellwood Group, Inc.
	 Some of Neshannock High School’s 115 students who 
participated in Business Week had this to say; “Everyone has 
different strengths and weaknesses; it’s the team that uses 
all of these differences to their benefit that wins.”  “For 
something to work, you have to put in the effort and have 
patience.” “ I learned leader- 
ship skills, how to finance 
a  company, management 
roles, marketing techniques, 
and what people look for in 
a future employee.”  Walk 
Productions, Inc. was the 
major Program Sponsor for 
Neshannock’s program.

	 Boo Hagerty, Chairman of the Board recently stated, “ACES, and PA Business Week is the ‘best kept secret’ of 
any charitable organization in our area”.  We’d like everyone to know that PBW is the tool that empowers the young 
men and women in NW Pennsylvania’s high schools to believe in themselves, explore the opportunities available to 
them and create a better future. 
	 We would like to tell you more!  We’d like to give a 15 minute presentation of what we are about, and the 
benefits to your community and your organization. Won’t you invite us to your next Monthly Meeting?

A Message from the Chairman

Maplewood High School

Lincoln High School Trade Show

• Rotary Clubs
• Businessmen/women’s Clubs

• Corporate Board Meetings
• Board of Education Meeting
• Annual Conference

Program of Impact

Date School/County # Students

April 20 – 24, 2009 Saegertown High School
(Crawford County)

95

May 4 – 8, 2009 New Castle High School
(Lawrence County)

210
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Recycle for Business Week
	 Recycle for Business Week is a simple way for you 
to help the environment by saving used inkjet cartridges, 
laser cartridges and cellular phones, packing them into boxes 
provided by ACES, and shipping them off to our recycler. 
The entire process is free of charge to all participants 
(postage and all supplies needed are included with sign 
up.)  Each company that signs up may choose to support 
Business Week at their favorite participating school, or help 
ACES directly to continue to provide this innovative, 
critically important program to more area schools.  
	 To sign up NOW, simply call (814) 456-7007 or 
e-mail us at info@aceserie.org

Effective January 1, 2009: 

Americans for the Competitive 

Enterprise Systems, Inc. of Western PA.

Our new federal EIN number 

is 26-2763757.

Laserjet Printer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           	$250

Updated Microsoft Office Software . . . . . . . . . .          	$279

Laminator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               	$100

Wheeled Storage Tubs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	$150

wishlist




