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PA Business Week Sponsors
Through the Educational Improvement Tax Credit program, corporate and foundation grants, and
in-kind gifts, the following companies and organizations have generously donated to support all

Pennsylvania Business Week programs for the 2025-2026 school year.

Americans for the Competitive Enterprise System (ACES) is a non-profit, non-political,
educational organization promoting the understanding of free market economics to students,
teachers, and the general public through partnerships between the business and education

communities.

Contributing Sponsors
We are grateful to the many individuals and organizations who donated supplies, prizes, and financial

support to the Business Week Program. We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the following
supporters. We also wish to thank everyone who purchased a “North East Bus” for their contribution.

Judging the student competitions is an extremely difficult task. The following individuals have kindly
volunteered for this important endeavor. We would like to extend our appreciation to them.

Competition Judges



Yvonne Best-Proctor
Business Consultant

Mindy Fadden
Life Science Connect

Jordan Fargiorgio
HRI Commercial Food Service

Stan Kinecki
Eriez

Val Laufenberg
Business Consultant

Jim Ohrn
Business Consultant

Mark Rose
Business Consultant

David Sterrett
Business Consultant

Sgt. Luke Welker
PA Army National Guard

Carl Wolfrom
Business Consultant

Dawn Coletta Nicole Fitch Brady Lynn

Emalie Nagle Bob North Laura Panek

Matt Puskar Bill Renne John Torrelli

Business Week Coordinator, Natalie Lacy

Guest Speakers
Speakers are a vital part of the Pennsylvania Business Week program. These experts in their

respective fields present important topics that are not covered in the regular scope of the
program. We would like to thank the following individuals for sharing their knowledge and

experience.

John Buchna
Flagship Bank

Boo Hagerty
Hamot Health Foundation

Christopher Harben
Penn State Behrend, Black

School of Business

Val Laufenberg
Blase Nicolia

Gannon University, 
Dahlkemper School of  Business

Mark Rose

Nathan Kujan
Gannon University,

Undergraduate Admissions

Company Sponsors
The following companies have generously donated funds to sponsor a student company.

North East High School
Educating today’s youth has become increasingly challenging. Innovative educators

and school districts are always seeking new and better ways to accomplish their
goals. We applaud North East High School for partnering with ACES to present this

progressive program in economics education. Special thanks go out to the entire
administration, faculty, and staff for their vision and commitment.

Educator Advisors

The following educators have graciously volunteered to represent the educational community in
this program. For their commitment to educate our youth, we extend our appreciation to them.

Business Advisors

The following individuals have generously donated their time as Business Advisors. Their
dedication and commitment to young people serves as an example to all of us. We would like to

extend our appreciation to them and to their companies and organizations.

Top Company Sponsor

Higher Education Sponsor
The following organization has generously donated funding for program support.

Industry Sponsors

The following organizations have generously donated funding to sponsor an entire industry of
three student companies.

The following organization has generously donated funding to
sponsor Top Company.
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